TOFINO TIME

HALF THE PACE—TWICE THE PLEASURE!
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tofino's ultimate
surf experience

The rain was pouring
down outside. We opened
the front door and were
greeted by the warm aroma
of chocolate. It was pure
magic. .. and it still is.

""" HARBOURVIEW —

 COFFEEHOUSE \
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Located at 320 Main St
Right on the waterfront
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s with many Tofino

stories, this one

begins with living in
a VW van by the beach.

Kim and Cam have
called Tofino home for over
13 years, ever since a surfing
roadtrip in a VW van turned
into a dream-come-to-life.
Originally from the wind-
swept, ice-covered prairies, the
couple packed up everything,
came west after discovering a
tiny chocolate shop and realiz-
ing that they could surf and
make chocolate every day. That
dream was Chocolate Tofino.

As Chocolate Tofino enters
its 20th year, Kim and Cam
reflect on the last two decades
of bringing sweet treats to the
West Coast. That’s two entire
decades of putting smiles on the

faces of locals and visitors alike.

Two decades of introducing
people to the magical alchemy
of chocolate. Two decades of
churning gelato late into the
night, all summer long. Two
decades of travelling and tast-

E ing chocolates from all over

! the world. It’s been a wild

E and rewarding ride, but they

i wouldn’t have it any other way.

Let’s ask our local choco-
latiers some questions!

]
E WHY A CHOCOLATE SHOP?

E Cam: We wanted to do some-
i thing together—something

E we could get old doing. When
i Irealized thatI spent more time
1 with my co-workers than I did
i with Kim, I just wanted to work
1 with my wife. The chocolate

photo: chocolatetofino.com



business owners who
reward their staff with
Chocolate Tofino gift
certificates, locals who bring
in their children for their first
cone, or young team mem-
bers that we tutor in math,
it’s all about relationships.

WHAT HAS CHANGED OVER
THE LAST 20 YEARS?

Cam: We have noticed
that more customers have

started to really appreciate

Tk

shop also provides endless
opportunities for creativity.

Kim: We love making people
happy and putting a smile on
the faces of those around us.
There’s really no better way to
do that than with chocolate
and gelato!

WHAT MAKES CHOCOLATE
TOFINO UNIQUE?

Cam: Chocolate Tofino is
unique in that we’re not a
chocolate shop that makes ice
cream, and we’re not an ice
cream shop that makes choco-
late—we are 100% both. Two
worlds coming together—
that’s what makes Chocolate
Tofino special —we combine
really great chocolate and our
chocolate knowledge with our
homemade gelato.

WHAT ARE YOU EXCITED
ABOUT?

Kim: Happiness comes from
growth and learning. We are
never done learning, and a
recipe is never 100% finished.
We have recently completed

several master courses, challeng-
ing ourselves to expand our
knowledge of the science be-
hind Ganaches and Caramels,
researching flavours from dif-
ferent cacao growing regions,
and making our own chocolate
from the bean! We have studied
with some amazing chocola-
tiers and chocolate makers
and it’s so inspiring to learn
from other passionate people!

Cawm: Last year we started
making our own craft choco-
late from scratch. We're excited
to make stone-ground, craft
chocolate bars that are unique
to Chocolate Tofino. We're
are also stoked to create some
bean-to-bonbon truffles where
the small-batch chocolate can
really shine.

WHAT DO YOU VALUE MOST?

Kim: It’s always been about so
much more than chocolate and
gelato. Building relationships
with our guests and our team
and doing whatever we can to
make people happy every day.
Yes, we are passionate about
making the best chocolates and
gelato you've ever had, but our
true motivator is people and
the relationships we develop.
Whether it’s our repeat cus-
tomers who visit regularly and
tell their friends about our store,

fine flavour dark chocolate
and the nuances within.
There is also an awareness
now of ethically sourced
chocolate and fair trade
practices. Most of our dark
chocolate is from South
America, direct trade, fine
flavour cacao that contributes
positively to the communi-
ties at origin. Chocolate is a
special luxury good, in that
for $20 you can get some
of the best chocolate in the
world —unlike wine, fine
flavour cacao is far more
accessible.
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TOFINO TIME
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Three Stores in Tofino!
Open 7 Days a Week — Year Round

Watch our Facebook Pages for Updates
Visit our Instagram Page @tofinotriangle
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TOFINO TIME 70 YEARS OF
CHOCOLATE TOFINO

HALF THE PACE—TWICE THE PLEASURE!

Tofino Time Magazine
Box 731
Tofino, BC
Canada VOR 270

1180A Pacific Rim Hwy  (250) 725-2526
www.chocolatetofino.com

...continued from page 12

Kim: Customers are also
more aware of how im-
portant local and quality
ingredients are, and that
chocolate shouldn’t be
saved for months, but
eaten while it’s fresh. In-
gredients like fresh cream
and fruit degrade over
time, but in addition to
that, aromatics in choco-
late dissipate and some
of the more subtle notes
in the chocolate will dis-
appear completely if saved
for too long. Life is short
—eat the chocolate now!

TELL US SOMETHING WE
DO NOT KNOW ABOUT
CHOCOLATE.

We love helping our
guests better understand
chocolate as it is a very

LITTLE GIANT

ARCHITECTURE + INTERIORS

well considered design from the mountains to the ocean
calgary | tofino
www.littlegiant-studio.com
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E complex eating experience.
1 Because of somewhat con-
i fusing marketing, many

i tend to judge chocolate by
i the percentage alone. While
I percentage is an indicator of
i the composition, it’s not a

i complete picture and really

i has no bearing on the actual
i quality or the flavour. A lot

i of the complex flavours in

i chocolate come from cacao

| genetics, growing season, fer-
i mentation and the flavours

E developed during the final

Clocolate
Tefeite

roasting. While origin plays a
part in flavour, it’s really more
the genetics behind the cacao
itself. Proper handling on the
farm, perfect fermentation

i methods and the flavours de-
i veloped in the roast are where
it quality comes in. Regions of

! the world where proper meth-
i ods are practiced, produce the
! finest chocolate and often fair
i trade and organic practices fol-

! .
i lows the pursuit of fine flavour.

]
]
E In celebration of 20 years,
E Chocolate Tofino has unveiled

! their beautiful new line of

E gift boxes, in conjunction

! with their new website launch.
E Look for their custom-molded

E specialty bars featuring the

SINCE 1913

PROFESSIONAL LAND SURVEYORS &
GEOMATICS ENGINEERS

In operation since 1913, Underhill is recognized as one of
BC's trusted professional surveying companies. With our
recent expansion we are now servicing all of Vancouver
Island, Gulf Islands, Powell River and the Sunshine Coast.

OFFICE LOCATIONS IN COURTENAY,
VICTORIA, AND UCLUELET

250.871.4599 HO@OY
island@underhill.ca | underhill.ca
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surf art of Jonas Claesson
(@jonas_draws) on the bars
and the bar sleeve. We've never
seen such a giftable Tofino item.
Pick up one of their new plas-
tic-free Hot Chocolate Elixir
Orb tubes—it’s never been
easier to take them home. The
store is full of new merch, in-
cluding Chocolate Tofino Tiki
mugs, and expect to see more

from the Rude Little Girls Club!

When in Tofino, make sure
you visit Chocolate Tofino at

11804 Pacific Rim Highway

Phone  250.725.2526

1ol Free 1.855.CTOFINO
1.855.286.3466

www.chocolatetofino.com

20th Anniversary
lz Celebration
Chocolate Tofino
Wed Apr 12 7-9pm

Chocolate Tofino invites you
to join them April 12th from
7-9 pm for their 20th Anniver-
sary celebration. Bring your
family, bring your roommates,
and join the party!

BEACH RESORT - TOFINO
s,

A i g

CELEBRATING 50 YEA
OF COMMUNITY

of our journey singglﬁ]a.,wr are s¢

1.800.565.2322 / pacificsands.o
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EXPERTENCE THE ADVENTURE!

4890 Cherry Creek Rd.
Port Alberni, B.C. VOY 8E9
250.724.ROCK (7625)
?‘ rimrockcasino.ca

b ele If you gambl GameSense. 19+
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